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(54) METHOD AND DEVICE FOR COMPRESSING IMAGE DATA 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method and 
device for compressing image data that can achieve 
improved image and at the same time excellent 
compression ratio. 

SOLUTION: This method for compressing image data 
has a cell reference compression process, and a line 
reference run length compression process. In the cell 
reference compression process, the image data 
consisting of n x m dots (n and m are multiples of y.) is 
divided into cells inyXy dots configuration before the 
cell reference compression process, the dot of the cell 
to be treated is compared with a corresponding one 
between the cells adjacent to the cell to be treated for 
dividing into a cell consisting of merely a heater and a 
cell consisting of the header and y Xy dots data. In the 
line reference run length compression process, the cell 
consisting of the header and yXy dots is divided in line 
units, corresponding dots between a line to be treated 
and a reference line on the line 1 are compared, the 
header indicating the presence of the reference line is stored when they match, and the line 
without the reference line is subjected to run length compression. 
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